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Instructions 
for Writing Logical Contrast

Do I want 
this car … ?

… or do I 
want that

other car?



Do I want this 
guy … ?

… or do I 
want that 

guy?



Do I want to visit 
Egypt on my 

next vacation … ?

… or do I want 
to go to Las 

Vegas?



Do I want to 

eat something 
healthy … ?

… or do I 

want 

something 
tasty?



Requirements for This Unit

• Your memo (Paper #3) and contrast / 

documented essay (Paper #4) must detail the 

differences between two like things.

• You can earn up to 100 points for the 

prewriting and final draft of the memo.

• You can earn up to 100 points for the 

prewriting for Paper #4.

• The final draft of Paper #4 can potentially net 

you another 100 points.

• Unit 3 is 300 total points. 

• As usual, you will take multiple low-stakes 

reading quizzes on essays for this unit.



Understand what contrast 

writing requires you to do.

• Always choose two equal items — two cars, 

two vacations, two sports stars — not two 

unequal items, like a car and an octopus.

• Remember that contrast must be your 

primary strategy. The essay should be 

80/20 in favor of contrast, not 50/50 

comparison and contrast.

• As always, your job is to interest the reader. 

So choose points to discuss that are not 

immediately obvious. 



Let’s test your 

understanding ...



A baby is like 

a vacuum cleaner.

WRONG!



My brother and I look alike, 

have common hobbies, 

and enjoy the same foods.

BORING!



Even though my sister and I grew up in 

the same home and went to the same schools, 

one of us became our parents’ angel child

while the other is the family’s black sheep.

EXCELLENT!



You must have 

a purpose
for the comparison 

or contrast. 

Ask yourself, Why does 

my reader 

need to know 

these differences?



Pick a pattern for the paper.

• PATTERN A can be 

a typical 5-

paragraph essay.

• The thesis 

statement will read 

like this:

Because of X, Y, 

and Z, Subject A 

is different from 

Subject B.

• Every paragraph 

will discuss both 
SUBJECT A and 

SUBJECT B.

Introduction

All Point X

All Point Y

All Point Z

Conclusion



Pattern B will look different.
• PATTERN B needs 

only 4 paragraphs.

• The thesis statement 
should not include 

restrictions:

Subject A is 

different from 

Subject B.

• One body paragraph 
will discuss X, Y, 

and Z for SUBJECT

A; the other body 

paragraph will do the 
same for SUBJECT

B.

Introduction

All Subject A

All Subject B

Conclusion



To keep 

the contrast logical, 
outlines will have 

a very strict format.



Pattern A outline

I. Point X

A. Subject A

1. Detail 1

2. Detail 2

3. Detail 3

B. Subject B

1. Detail 1

2. Detail 2

3. Detail 3

• Roman numerals 

address the X, Y, and 

Z from the thesis 

statement.

• Capital letter A is 

always for the first 

subject; capital 

letter B is always for 

the second subject.

• A detail for Subject A 

must correspond to a 

detail for Subject B.



The End.


