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Today’s Goals:
1. Use a hashtag correctly.

2. Dramatically increase the 

number of your followers.

3. Then, use a Twitter 

username correctly.



First Up: Hashtag
1. A hashtag = # + one or more 

words / numbers

2. Never put spaces between the #

and the word(s) that make up the 

hashtag.

3. A hashtag is a continuous stream 
of characters with no breaks.

4. A hashtag is a link that will take 

you to all of the tweets that use 
the same hashtag.



Read the 

following poem by 

M. Espada (2000).



Why I Went to College

If you don’t,

My father said,

You better learn

To eat soup

Through a straw,

’cause I’m gonna

Break your jaw



Espada

attended college 

because of 

threats of violence. 

What (or who)

got you started 

on a 

college degree?



Take out 

a blank sheet 

of paper.



In a well-developed paragraph of 

at least 6 sentences, explain your 

motivation for attending college. 

Be specific! These questions can 

get you started:

• Why did you decide to begin a degree?

• Who influenced your decision?

• What obstacles did you have to 

overcome?

• What do you hope to accomplish with your 

college education?



Now the fun begins! 

Reduce the paragraph 

that you wrote 

to a 280-character 

tweet.

Use the hashtag 

#whyIwent2college.



A good tweet 

will say something 

interesting 

and/or insightful 

and break 

grammar rules 

only to conserve 
space.







To tweet, open up 

the drafting window.



Compose Your First Tweet

• Somewhere in the tweet, use the hashtag 
#whyIwent2college. 

• Explain what (or who) motivated you to 

earn a college degree.

• Explain why that person or thing had such 

an influence on you.

• You can use emoji, but do so sparingly. 
Your words are what count.

• Be specific. Use the limited room that 

Twitter provides as effectively as possible.



Here are 

some samples …











Don’t plagiarize
the samples! 

Say something new.



To be taken seriously 
on Twitter, 

you must 

have followers. 

So let’s 

dramatically increase 
your numbers …



Get Followers
1. Go to @enc1101tweets.

2. If you haven’t yet followed our 
page, do so—immediately!

Otherwise, you’re going to 
miss out on an increase in 

followers!

3. Click on Following.

4. Then, follow all of your 

classmates.





Next Up: Username
1. Never put spaces between the @ and 

the word(s) that make up the 

username.

2. Like a hashtag, a username is a 

continuous stream of characters with 
no breaks.

3. Including a username in a tweet lets 

that person know that he/she has been 
mentioned and a conversation can 

begin.



Write Your Next Tweet.

• Your Goal: Interact with one classmate using 

that person’s username.

• Choose Home (the birdhouse).

• Read the tweets for #whyIwent2college.

• Find one student with whom you agree or 

relate.

• Choose the word balloon . (Notice that the 

person’s name automatically appears in the 

compose window.) 

• Explain why you understand or feel the same 

way. 



You are now ready 

to have 

your profile graded.

Confirm that 

your profile 

meets 

the following 

characteristics …



Proofreading Profiles
1. Do you have an appropriate 

username and display name?

2. Do you have a clear profile picture, 

icon, or avatar?

3. Do you have a clear header
(background) photo that showcases you 

as an up-and-coming professional?

4. Do you have a grammatically correct bio
composed of all complete 
sentences?





Each problem 

in your profile 

costs 

1 point

of the 20 possible.



The END.


