
WRITING TIP 1 

Compose an effective thesis statement. 

The thesis statement tells your readers what to expect in the essay. Although there is no one 

universal pattern for a thesis statement, an easy formula to remember is this: 

Because of A ,  B ,  and C ,  X  is so. 

The A, B, and C are restrictions, the specific examples or reasons that you will provide in the 

essay to prove X, the main idea. 

If the prompt for your essay is a job you would not wish on anyone, you could write a thesis 

statement like this one: 

Because of my tyrannical manager, the low pay, and the long hours, I 

would not want my friend Raphael to a pply for a job at Tito’s Taco 

Palace,  where I slave away six days a week.  

A thesis statement might have only an A and a B as its restrictions, or the thesis might have an 

A, B, C, D, E, F, and G. The number of restrictions depends on the number of points you plan to 

make in the essay. 

Usually the thesis statement appears in the introduction of an essay. And usually the thesis 

statement is a single sentence. A three-sentence thesis statement that occurs in the conclusion, 

though, is not incorrect.   

To evaluate the effectiveness of your thesis statement, put it through the following three tests. 

Test 1 – Does the thesis statement indicate that you have narrowed your 

topic? 

Essay topics are generally broad and require narrowing. An effective thesis statement 

restricts the original topic to a manageable subject for an essay. Let's say you get a place 

that minors should avoid as a prompt. Below are different thesis statements that 

restrict the topic. Notice that their success varies. 



 Bars are a place that minors should avoid because they serve 

alcohol, are dangerous, and provide many bad role models.  

(Dull and obvious) 

 Biker bars are a place that my teenage sister should avoid 

because they serve alcohol, are dangerous, and provide m any 

bad role models.  (Better, but not that exciting) 

 My twelve-year-old sister Melanie should never enter Billy's 

Bikes and Brews because the heavy drinking, frequent brawls, 

and seedy characters will ruin her innocence.  (Now this one 

sparks the interest of your readers!) 

Test 2 – Is the thesis statement a complete sentence? 

Your thesis statement must be a complete sentence. The most important thing to 

remember is that the prompt that you were given is not your thesis statement. Read 

these two examples: 

 Eating worms, an activity that I would never try.  (A sentence 

fragment)          

 Because worms are unappetizing, difficult to prepare, and 

unpopular with other people, I will never eat them.  (A clear, 

complete sentence) 

 Test 3 – Do the restrictions of the thesis statement have parallel structure? 

Whenever you have a series of items, such as the restrictions in a thesis statement, the 

items should have equal grammatical structure. Parallel structure looks like this: 

Because of   ,   ,  and  ,  X is so.            

If, for example, the first item is a verb, then the second and third items should also be 

verbs. Imagine that your prompt is a problem with money that many students face, and 

you decide to discuss the effects that family expenses, unexpected car repairs, and 

greedy lovers have on a student who is trying to save tuition. Your thesis statement 

might read like one of these: 

 Bailing  my brother Fred out of jail ,  replacing  the battery 

stolen out of my Ford, and buying  a new leather jacket for my 



boyfriend’s birthday were three expenses that have kept me 

from saving enough tuition for next semester.  (All gerunds) 

 Three expenses have kept me from saving enough tuition for 

next semester: bail money ,  a new car battery ,  and a leather 

jacket .   (All noun phrases) 

 Because I had to arrange  bail for my brother Fred, replace  a 

battery stolen out of my Ford, and buy  a new leather jacket 

for my boyfriend’s birthday, I never managed to save enough 

tuition for next semester.  (All infinitives) 
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