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Plagiarism

Crime and Punishment



Plagiarism Quick Test

Is it plagiarism if a student gives the name 
of the original author and the year 

the work was published but fails to use 
quotation marks around the exact 

words that he copied from the source?

 Yes! Bring on the punishment!

 No, a student can’t get in trouble for 

that!





Plagiarism Quick Test

Is it plagiarism if a student submits a 
paper her friend wrote—with that 
friend’s permission—as her own?

 Yes! Bring on the punishment!

 No, a student can’t get in trouble for 

that!





Plagiarism Quick Test

Is it plagiarism if a student turns in the 
same paper for two different 
classes?

 Yes! Bring on the punishment!

 No, a student can’t get in trouble for 

that!





In each

of your classes, 

you are expected 

to acquire 
new knowledge. 

When you 

recycle 

an old research 

essay, you 
frustrate

that goal.



Plagiarism Quick Test

Is it plagiarism if a student takes a 

passage from a source and then uses a 
thesaurus to change every fourth or 

fifth word?

 Yes! Bring on the punishment!

 No, a student can’t get in trouble for 

that!





The West Campus 

Communications 

Division

defines plagiarism 

as “the use of 

someone else’s 

words, ideas, 

pictures, design, 

and/or intellectual 

property without 
the correct 

documentation and 
punctuation.”  

Great!

These thoughts of 
yours are perfect

for my paper! 

Thank you!



Valencia College gives this 

warning:

All work submitted by students is expected to be the 
result of the students’ individual thoughts, research, 
and self-expression. Whenever a student uses ideas, 
wording, or organization from another source, the 
source shall be appropriately acknowledged.

Students guilty of engaging in a gross or flagrant act of 
academic dishonesty or repeated instances of 
academic dishonesty shall be subject to administrative 
and/or disciplinary penalties which may include 
warning, probation, suspension, and/or 
expulsion from the College.

Policy and Procedure 6Hx28:10-16



Plagiarism does have 

degrees of guilt ...



First-Degree Plagiarism 

(Highest Guilt)

The student has no intention of doing any of 

the work.

• Buying a paper from www.schoolsucks.com

• Using EssayTyper to produce a draft

• Copying a source—from somewhere online or 

from a friend—word for word

You gotta

love 
Wikipedia!

http://www.schoolsucks.com/
http://essaytyper.com/


First-degree 

plagiarism 

is a problem 

not only

at school 
but also in 

professional life …
[ view ]

https://search-proquest-com.db29.linccweb.org/globalnews/docview/1822840199/6CF586DF12504982PQ/1


Second-Degree Plagiarism 

(Still Guilty!)

The student mixes original writing with material 
from sources, giving no credit to the other 

author(s).

• Appropriating— intentionally or not—an entire 

sentence or paragraph without citing the source

• Changing only a few words or the order that the 

words occur

I hope that I remember 
to cite this passage later!



Word Slaughter

(Still Felony Plagiarism)

• The student mentions sources on a references 

page and may include quotation marks.

• However, the student doesn’t use authority 
phrases or parenthetical references to 

indicate what piece(s) belong to which author(s).

I have 

a references 

page. What 
more does 

my professor 

want?



Misdemeanor Plagiarism

The student misuses quotation marks

or incorrectly builds parenthetical references.

Do I need a 

reference 
here? I don’t 

think so, and 

I don’t have 
time to check!



Any “felony” plagiarism 

will cost you 

in this class! 

The first occasion 

earns a zero. 

The second time 

results in your 

immediate withdrawal
with a grade of F.



Would you buy 

these excuses?



I did so much

research that I got a 
little confused.

That 

offence will 

bite you in 

the butt!



I ran out of 
time!

Now you have 

an eternity to 

enjoy the ZERO

you earned!



I got a C

on my last paper, 

and I need 
an A

in this class!

Ha-ha! Enjoy 

your nice fat 

F instead!



I’ve written papers 
like this in other 
classes, and the 

instructors never 
cared!

It caught up 

with you 

this time!



It’s a coincidence that 

my paper says the exact 
same thing!

And I have 

a bridge to 

sell you in 

Brooklyn!



I don’t know what the rules

are. I’ve never had to write a 
research essay before!

This time, 

ignorance is 

not bliss!



To avoid plagiarizing, 

try the following 

strategies ...



Strategy 1: Ask for help.

This way, your 

professors 

know that you 

are indeed 
trying to cite 

your sources 
correctly.



Strategy 2: Don’t start the paper 

at the last minute.

Not only will your 

professor be 
unavailable for 

help, but you will 
also get so 
stressed that 

you might forget 

an important 

reference.



Strategy 3: Carefully mark your 

original sources and notes so that 

you know where you got what.

Be sure to get all

necessary 

bibliographic 

information: author, 

title, original source, 

page numbers, etc.  
Keep an organized

notebook so that you 
can find what you 

need.  



Strategy 4: Prepare a correct and 

complete references page.

Showing where

you found all of 

your information 

indicates that 

you have used 

sources and are 
crediting them 

for their help in 

the production of 

your essay.  
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Strategy 5: Every time the author 

deserves credit, use a reference.

Any information 
that is not

common 
knowledge must 
have a 

reference. 

Even if the 

sentence is in 
your own 
words, you must 

still show where

you learned the 

information.  

Women may unknowingly contribute to their future 

health. Striving to be a super woman can bring high levels of 

stress, anxiety and feelings of depression into the daily 

routine. Dr. Lori Mosca, Director of Preventive Cardiology 

at New York Presbyterian Hospital, noted that women 

“should make sure they have a good support network, 

and doctors should be on the lookout for depression” 

(Hawthorne, 2015, para. 17). Being committed to good 

health habits, such as regular exercise and sensible eating 

can be a value that women will realize many years later.



Strategy 6: Ask your professor 

for an extension if necessary.

Isn’t it better to 

have your 

grade  
penalized for 

being late than 

to get a zero

and risk being 
withdrawn

from the course 
— or worse?

What 

seems to 

be the 

problem?



Strategy 7: Apologize if you are 

caught plagiarizing. Don’t make 

excuses.

Admitting 

when you 

have made a 
mistake is 

classier than 
denying it 

happened.

I’m 
sorry!



These clues alert professors 

that part of the paper might 

contain plagiarism:

• More sophisticated words than those 

used in previous papers

• Shifts in writing style and font choice 

as the student incorporates various authors or 

includes some of his/her own work

• References to figures, charts, graphs, or other 
information not in the essay

• Failure to produce required copies of original 
sources



If you can find it, so can your 

instructor—especially since 

Valencia subscribes to SafeAssign!

Ah-ha!
Here it is!



The SafeAssign link 

in Blackboard has 

opened today. 

If you notice a problem 

with your upload, 

contact me immediately 
for a reset.



So the lesson is

DON’T  

PLAGIARIZE!

The END.


